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TEACHING RESOURCES 
 
 
 

Drawing Activities 

Activity 1: Read the book aloud. Mark out the words that were difficult to read. 
 
Here are some of the words, you might want to learn before you read the book again. 
 

1. Horizon 2. Bustling 3. Mackerel 

4. Sapphires 5. Evaporated 6. Container 

7. Constellations 8. Reluctantly 9. Dissolve 

10. Thoroughly 11. Absorbed 12. Complained 

 
 
Activity 2A: Look at pages 2 and 3.  What can you spot in the pictures? Here are some clues. 
 

1. Coco______ trees 2. An auto-___________ 

3. A __________ to get water 4. Fishing ________ 

5. Sea-__________ flying 6. Sandy _________ 

 
Activity 2B: Look at pages 14 and 15.  What can you spot in the pictures? Write nine things you spot 
below. 
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Activity 3: In the story, Kathir’s grandma sings a song with a repeating phrase! Can you read it and 
repeat it? Here is a video you can watch with a grown-up where they sing a fisherman’s song. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70wikr-6Mwo  
 
Activity 4: Read the story again. Now can you write down the steps for making salt like Kathir does in 
the story? 
 

1. Kathir dug a ___________________________________________. 
2. Then he pressed __________ the _____________ with a piece of _____________. 
3. Next he covered the _________________ with a dry, _________ cloth. 
4. Kathir brought _____________ of seawater and poured them ______ the salt-pit. 

 
The salt __________ formed as the water ____________________________ under the blazing 
_____. 

 
5. Kathir ____________ the water in the salt pit with a big _________ made of coconut 

_________. 
 
Soon _________ salt crystals collected on the white _________. 

 
6. Kathir ________________ them into a _________________. 

Activity 5: When the donkey sits in the water with a load of salt, the salt dissolves in water. Discuss 
why this happens. 

Try this Hands-on: Get a spoon of salt and dissolve it in a glass of water. Observe what 
happens to the salt. Now mix it with a spoon. Does the salt dissolve faster? 

Repeat this experiment with warm water. Does the salt dissolve faster or slower? 

Activity 6: Repeat Activity 5 with other materials and write down your observations. 

Material Did it dissolve? 
Sugar  
Flour  
Ketchup  
Oil  
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Activity 6: When the donkey sits in the water with a bundle of cloth, the bundle of cloth gets heavier.  
Discuss why this happens. 

Try this Hands-on: Get a cotton tea-towel and weigh it on a kitchen scale. Now soak it in 
water and weight it again. Is the towel heavier? Why? 

Activity 7: Repeat Activity 6 with other materials and write down your observations. 

Material Heavier or Lighter 
A piece of cardboard   
A silk cloth  
A plastic bag  
A bundle of leaves  

 

Activity 8: A proverb or a saying is a wise phrase that has a lot of meaning.  

When Kathir’s grandmother says “A stubborn donkey stands like a tree” in Page 18, what does she 
mean? Can you think of other proverbs you know? 

Here are some simple ones to learn, understand and use. 

• Haste makes waste 
• A stitch in time saves nine. 
• A friend in need is a friend indeed. 

 

Drawing Activities 

1. Draw a bucket after watching this tutorial: 
https://www.drawingnow.com/tutorials/118602/how-to-draw-a-bucket/  

2. Watch this video and draw a donkey: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcFzJTTR1dk  

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What was Kathir’s first job of the day at the beginning of the story? 
2. What did Kathir’s grandmother worry about? 
3. How did you know that Kathir and his grandmother are poor? 
4. Why was it important for Kathir to sell enough salt at the market? 
5. Would you like to do Kathir’s job? Why or why not? 


